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INTRODUCTION. 


THESE Letters Patent (which, as far as the writer can trace, have 
never hitherto been published, and for the loan of which he offers 
his best thanks to Lady Smyth, of Ashton Court, Somerset) 
make one of several sad chapters in the history of a Church whose 
history is ‘‘ an epitome of the history of the Church of England,” 
and ‘‘ which is not only one of the most beautiful in the shire, 
as regards its fabric, but is also the most interesting of all our 
Gloucestershire parish churches! if we consider the history of 
its foundation,? and the subsequent changes of ecclesiastical 
status through which it has passed. It has been in turna 
missionary centre; a house of canons of the old English 
fashion; a Benedictine monastery4—indeed, the monastery 
which formed the type which the other great Benedictine 
houses in England followed ; a house of secular canons; for 


1 Written before Westbury-on-Trym was incorporated into the City 
and County of Bristol in 1904. 

2 In existence about A.D. 715. 

3 “ As early as the ninth century, when the outlying hollow which 
afterwards became Bristol was for the most part an uninhabitable 
swamp, Westbury or Westminster was an important ecclesiastical 
district. The stately Bishops of Worcester frequently presided there 
in person over its affairs.’’"—A ntiquarian Essays, by the late John Taylor, 
Bristol City Librarian, p. 115. 

4 A.D. 961. 
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a short time a bishop’s see; and, finally, a plain parish 
church.”’2 

The dissolution of the monasteries in general, and of West- 
bury College in particular, by Henry VIII must always remain 
a subject of controversy, and especially as all reports of the 
Commissioners, appointed by the King and Cromwell in 1535, 
were carefully destroyed in Queen Mary’s reign. 

At any rate, whatever were the shortcomings of the Dean 
and Chapter of Westbury Collegiate Church and College, Sir 
Ralph Sadleir carried off all the emoluments, even to the last 
penny (saving a few small pensions), and all the treasures. 

The history of the public life of Sir Ralph Sadleir can be 
gathered from The State Papers and Letters of Sir Ralph Sadler, 
edited by Arthur Clifford, in three volumes, and published in 
1809, and to which is added a Memoir by Sir Walter Scott. 
Briefly, and sufficient for our present purpose, it may be thus 
stated : He was born in 1507, died eighty years afterwards, and 
was buried in Standon Church beneath a splendid monument. 
He owed much to Cromwell’s favour, and, as stated in The Life 
and Times of Sir Ralph Sadleiry, written in 1877 by Major F. 
Sadleir Stoney, became ‘‘ Knight-Banneret ; Privy Councillor 
to their Majesties Henry VIII, Edward VI,? and Queen 
Elizabeth for forty years ; Principal Secretary of State; Am- 
bassador to Scotland, and sometime guardian of Mary, Queen 

1 A.D. 1473, when Bishop Carpenter—a Westbury boy who rose to 


be Provost of Oriel College and Chancellor of the University of Oxford— 


was Bishop of Worcester, Bristol being at that time in the Diocese of 
Worcester. 


2 Rev. C. S. Taylor, F.S.A. Reprinted from Proceedings of Clifton 
Antiquarian Club, vol. iv, p. 20, and very kindly sent by him to the 
writer on his nomination to Westbury Vicarage. 


3 He retired from the Council during Queen Mary’s reign. 
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of Scots; Master of the Grand Wardrobe; Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, etc.” His father was Henry Sadleir, 
““steward or surveyor to a nobleman, proprietor of a manor, 
called Cilney, near Great Hadham in Essex. - His office, what- 
ever it was, consisted in keeping accounts and receiving money ; 
so that his son (Ralph) had an early example of accurate habits 
of business,’’1 

‘According to the antiquary, Anthony A. Wood, Sir Ralph 
died possessed of twenty-three manors, several parsonages, 
and other great parcels of land, dispersed in the several counties 
of Gloucester, Warwick, Bucks, Worcester and Hertford,? and 
“the extent of his lands obtained him the character of the 
richest commoner in England.’’s 

In a grant, subsequent to the one under consideration in 
these pages and given by Edward VI (per breve and signed 
Hales, and for the loan of which the writer is again indebted to 
Lady Smyth), written upon three skins, 25 in. by 38 in., and 
dated the 30th day of June in the first year of Edward’s reign, 
Sir Ralph Sadleir is represented as kneeling before Edward VI, 
who (although but nine years of age is depicted as a full-grown 
man, and as wielding his sceptre in his hand) is bestowing a 
grant, upon which is written ‘‘ Edwardus Sextus.” 

Sir Walter Scott¢ wrote the following statement: ‘In 
order to reconcile the rest of the King’s (Henry VIII) executors 
to his pre-eminence (¢.e. Somerset becoming Protector of the 
Realm) wealth and honours were conferred on them with no 
sparing hand. . . . The special gratification destined for 
Sir Ralph Sadler upon these changes seems to have been a 
confirmation of the large grants of Church lands formerly 


1 Life and Times, etc., p. 12. 2 Life and Times, etc., p. 238. 
3 The State Papers, etc., p. 35. 4 The State Papers, etc., p. 14. 
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assigned to him by Henry, with splendid additions.” “There 
is said to be an illuminated deed in existence, in which Sadler 
is painted on his knees, receiving from Henry and Edward a 
grant of all the Church land, on which the town of Clifton, near 
Bristol, now stands, and extending down to the Severn.”’! This 
representation is on the Grant of Edward VI, and not on that 
of Henry VIII, but both grants give and confirm to Sir Ralph 
Sadleir large tracts of land around Bristol. Without a doubt 
“the greater portion of the monastic lands was granted, at a 
low rent, to various powerful nobles throughout the kingdom 
for acquiescing in the spoliation of the Church, and supporting 
the Government.’’2 

In the Post-Mortem Inquisition (the Latin original of which 
is in the Record Office) on Sir Ralph Sadleir’s property, “ on 
the 13th day of June in the 29th year of our Mistress Eliza- 
beth,” we find that he still holds among much other property 
that granted by these Letters Patent. It runs: ‘“ And 
further the said Jurors say upon their oaths that the said Sir 
Ralph Sadleir, Knight, at the time of his death was likewise 
seized in his desmesne as of fee of and in that whole College of 
Westbury-on-Trym, with all the manors, appertaining to the 
same in the County of Gloster, to wit of and in the manor of 
Clifton, with all its appurtenances, of and in the manor of Ayle- 
mondestre with its appurtenances, with all lands, tenements and 
appurtenances whatsoever to the same College or manors 
belonging or appertaining, and of and in the site of the late 
College of St. Lawrence, near the City of Bristol, with its 
appurtenances and all and singular the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments to the said late Hospital, belonging or 


1 The State Papers, etc., p. 15. 2 Life and Times, etc., p. 26. 
8 Life and Times, etc., p. 243. 
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appertaining and of and in the manor of Bishop Stoke, alias 
Stoke Episcopus with its appurtenances, and of and in the manor 
of Henbury in Saltmarsh, otherwise called Henbury Saltmarsh, 
with its appurtenances and of and in the Hundred Liberties 
and Franchises of Henbury aforesaid, in the said County of 
Gloster, and of and in the advowson, donation and right of 
patronage of the vicarial Church of Henbury etc.”’! 

These Letters Patent of Henry VIII are written in the 
charter hand of that period, on two skins measuring 22 in. by 
32 in., and are in an excellent state of preservation, excepting 
where the writing has been obliterated in the folds. The scroll 
work at the commencement is not very fine or of a carefully 
executed character. 

In addition to the above-mentioned acknowledgments, 
grateful acknowledgment is made to Mr. Cuthbert Atchley, 
M.R.C.S., for the notes on the illumination and for other help. 
Some of the notes, appended to the translation, are taken 
from Cunningham’s Law Dictionary, published 1783. 


H. J. WILKINS. 
Lent, 1909. 


1 Life and Times, etc., p. 243. 


The Letters Patent. 


HeEnricus Ocravuus DEI GRACIE ANGLIE, ffrancie et hibernie 
Rex fidei defensor et in terra ecclie Anglicane et hibernie 
supremum caput OmNniBus ad quos presentes litere 
peruenerint salutum ScIATIS QUOD Nos tam in consideracione 
veri fidelis et grati obsequii qd Dilcus et fidelis Consiliarius 
noster Radulphus Sadleyr miles ante hac nobis prestitit 
quam pro mille marcis quas nobis per eundem Radulphum 
fatemur esse persolut de gracia nra specali ac ex certa 
sciencia et mero motu nris dedimus et concessimus ac per 
presentes damus concedimus eidem Radulpho Sadleyr et 
Elene uxori sue totum Scitum fundum ambitum circuitum 
et procinctum nuper ecclie Collegiate siue Collegii Sancte 
Trinitatis de Westbury super Trym in Com nro Glouc iam 
dissolut ac eccliam campanile cimiterii eiusdem nuper 
Collegii ACECIAM omnia et singula mesuagia domos edificia 
horrea grangias columbar ortos pomaria gardina stagna 
viuaria terras fundum et solum nostra quecumgq infra scitum 
ambitum circuitum et procinctum dicte nuper ecclie Collegiate 
siue Collegii existen aut ad dtam nuper eccliam Collegiat siue 
Collegii aliquo modo dudum spectan siue pertinen NECNON 
omia et singula dnia maneria Rectorias terras tenementa 


Il 


I2 


possessiones et hereditamenta nra quecumq cum suis iurib 
membris et pertinenciis uniuersis que ad dictam nuper eccliam 
Collegiat siue Collegii pertinebant aut parcell possessionii 
inde fuerint ubicunq infra hoc regnu nrm Anglie aut principa- 
tum nrm Wallie seu Marchias earundem fuerint situat iacen 
siue existen videlicet manerii siue dominii nrm de Westbury 
dto Com Glouc cum omib et singulis suis iurib membris et 
pertinenciis uniuersis Ac omia et singula terras tenta 
redditus reuersiones seruicia et hereditamenta nostra cum 
ptinenciis in Westbury Shyrehampton Thirdland et Cauford 
in dto Com nro Glouc NECNON maneria siue dominia nostra 
de Dowdeswell ffoxcote Turkedene Wormyngton Langborough 
Holley Goodrynghill Clyfton et Aylemondestre in dto Com 
nro Glouc cum omib et singulis suis iurib membris et 
pertinenciis Ac maneria siue dominia nra de Asteley Shelue 
alias dict Shelbe Mouehylle et Groueley alias dict Mouehylle 
in Com nro Wigorn cum omnibus et singulis suis iuribus 
membris et pertinensiis Ac oia illa mesuagia terras tenementa 
prata pascua pasturas redditus reuersiones seruicia et 
hereditamenta nra quecumq cum pertinenciis in Coughton in 
Com nro Warwic Ac omnia illa mesuagia terr tenta prata 
pascua pasturas redditus reuersiones seruicia ac hereditamenta 
nra quecumq pertinenciis in Ashchurche in dto Com Wigorn 
NeEcNON dominii siue maneriii nrm de Bereforde in Com nro 
Warwic cum omnibus et singulis suis iurib membris et 
pertinenciis Ac dominii siue manerii nrm de Astonterall 
et Northmorton in Com nro Berk cum omnibus et singulis 
suis iuribus membris et pertinenciis AcECIAM omnem illam 
Rectoriam et eccliam nram de Westbury in dto Com nro 
Glouc cum suis iuribus membris et pertinenciis uniuersis 
necnon Rectoriam et eccliam nram de Kemsey in Com nro 


13 


Wigorn cum suis iurib et pertinenciis uniuersis necnon 
Rectoriam nram de Hembury in dto Com Glouc cum suis 
iurib et pertinenciis uniuersis ac omnia et omimod mesuag 
glebas terras tenta prata pascuas pasturas decimas oblatoes 
obuencoes pensiones portoes annuitates fructus emolumenta 
comoditates proficua et hereditamenta nra quecumq cum eorum 
pertinenciis uniuersis dictis Rectoriis et eccliis seu earum 
alicui aliquo modo spectan et pertinen aut ut membra partes 
vel parcella dicta Rectoria et ecclia seu alicuius ante hac 
habit cognit accept usit reput dimiss seu locat existen Necnon 
oia et singula mesuagia terr tenementa decimas oblatoes 
pensiones portiones emolumenta redditus seruicia proficua et 
commoditates cum pertinenciis in Hembury laurans Weston 
et Auste in dto Com nro Glouc ac aduocaciones donaciones 
presentatoes liberas disposicoes et iura pronatuu vicaria dta 
ecclia de Westbury hembury laurans Weston Auste et 
Kemsey et earum cujuslibet NECNON scitum nuper hospitalis 
sancti laurencii juxta Civitatem nram Bristoll in dto Com nro 
Glouc cum omnib et singulis maneriis terris tenementis reddit 
reuersionib hereditamentis iuribus membris et pertinenciis 
uniuersis eidem nuper hospitali pertinen et spectan ACECIAM 
omia illa terras et tenta prata pascuas pasturas redditus 
reuersiones seruicia et cetera hereditamenta nra cum suis 
iuribus membris et pertinenciis scituat iacen et existen 
in OuerWycke NetherWyke et HenneWycke alias dicto 
Hennewicke seu in earum aliqua in dto Com nro Glouc ac 
omia illa terr tenementa reddit reuersiones seruicia et 
hereditamenta nra quecumq cum pertinenciis in Hambury 
Bredon in dto Com nro Wigorn ac omia illa terras tenementa 
redditus reuersiones seruicia et hereditamenta nra cum 
pertinenciis in Upton et Ryhall in eodem Com nro Wigorn ac 
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omia illa terras tenta reddit reuersiones seruicia et heredita- 
menta nra cum pertinenciis in Radewicke in dto Com nro 
Glouc Ac tot illud Capitale mesuagii nrm cum pertinenciis 
situat iacens et existens in Sodbury veteri dto Com nro Glouc 
necnon omia illa terr tenementa prata pascuas pasturas 
boscos subboscos redditus seruicia et hereditamenta nra 
cum suis iurib membris et pertinenciis situat iacens et existen 
in Inkbarowe in Com nro Wigorn NeEcNnon totum illud 
Capitale mesuagii nrm cum pertinenciis situat et existens in 
Paxforde in dto Com nro Wigorn ac omia et singula mesuagia 
terras et tenta nra cum pertinenciis situat iacen et existen in 
Ciuitate nra Wigorn et suburbiis euisdem Necnon omia et. 
singula mesuagia terras et tenta nra cum pertinenciis situat 
iacen et existen in Ciuitate nra Bristoll et suburbiis euisdem 
quequidem dnia maneria Scitus Rectoria ecclie terr tenta et 
cetera oia et singula premissa nuper fuerunt parcell 
possessionii et reuencioni dict nuper ecclie Collegiat siue 
Collegii de Westbury DerEpimus eciam et pro consideratoe 
predta concessimus ac per presentes damus et concedimus 
prefato Radulpho et Elene omia et singula alia dnia maneria 
mesuagia tofta molendina domos edificia columbar hortos 
gardina pomaria terr tenta prata pascuas pasturas alnet 
mariscos moras iampu bruer bosc subboscos Curias hundred vis 
france pleg ac omia que ad vis franc pleg pertinent let proficua 
Cur libertat priuilegia franchesias iurisdictoes nundinas ferias 
mercat vectilag tolueta metalla lapicidinas deniq cuiuscumq 
totas ? cursus faldajio redditus reuersiones seruicia obsequia 
pensiones firmas redditus oneris redditus sicos et redditus super 
quibuscumgq dimissionibus quoismodo reseruat solubiles redend 
vel soluend foed milit ward maritag escaet resuia auxilia heriett 
catalla wauiat catalla feloun catalla fugitivo extrahur wrec 
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maris deodand Thesaur inuent servos natiuos villanos cum eo 
sequelis vias semitas aquas acqueductus stagna viuaria parcos 
warrenn ac oia que ad warreniam pertinent advocacoes ecclia 
vicar cantar capella hospital donacoes libas disposicoes iura 
pronatuu eodem ac alio beneficio eccliastic quocumq que 
ad dictm nuper eccliam Collegiat siue Collegiu seu ad pdict 
maner sjue dnia et ceta prmissa aut eo aliquod spectabant et 
ptniebant ac oia iura ppetuitates immunitates corrod portoes 
pencoes decimasobuencioes . . . 1 terr glebales pprietates 
pficua fructus obuencoes et emolumenta iura titulos condicoes 
et hereditamenta na quecumq tam spualia qm temporalia seu 
mixta cuiuscumq fuerint generis nature condicoes nois quali- 
tatis vel speciei et quibuscumq noib consentur noiantur seu 
dinoscuntur et in quibuscumq Comitatib Ciuitatib urbibus 
villis parochiis hamlettis vel locis sint vel fuerint iacem scituat 
et existen dicte nuper ecclie Collegiat siue collegio seu eiusdem 
nuper Decano et Capitulo dudu spectan et pertinen aut parcell 
possessionu et reuencionu dicte nuper ecclie Collegiat siue 
Collegii dudu reputat existen seu existere debentia tam infra 
hoc regnu nrm Angl qm principatum nrm Wallie et Marchias 
eadem que ad manus nras devenerunt seu deuenire debuerunt 
racione vel pretextu donacois concessionis sursum reddicoes 
deliberacoes et confirmacoes Johis Barlo Clici nuper Decani dic 
nuper ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii et Capituli eiusdem aut 
tacione dissolucoes dic nuper ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii aut 
virtute alicuius statuti aut aliquo alio modo ADEo plene et 
integre ac in tam amplis modo et forma put dtus Johes Barlo 
nuper Decanus dte ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii et Capitulum 
eiusdem aut aliquis predecesso suo in iure eiusdem nuper ecclie 
Collegiate siue Collegii decimo octauo die ffebruarii annuo 
1 Deed rubbed. 
4 
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regni nri tricessimo quinto aut aliquo tempore ante dissolucoem 
dte nuper ecclie Collegiate siue Collegii vel anteqm dta ecclia 
Collegiat siue Collegiu ad manus nras devenit habuerunt 
tenuerunt possiderunt vel gausi fuerunt Ac ADEO plene et 
integre ac in tam amplis modo et forma prout ea omia singula 
racione vel pretextu predte donacois concessionis sursum 
reddicoes deliberacoes vel confirmacoes predti Johis Barlo 
nuper Decani predte nuper ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii et 
Capituli eiusdem ex eorum pleno assensu et consensu aut 
racione dissoluciois eiusdem vel vigore alicuius statuti aut 
aliquo modo ad manus nras vel ad nos obuenerunt aut obuenire 
debuerunt aut in manib nris iam existunt seu existere debent 
HaBEND TENEND ET GAUDEND pdict Scitum eccliam Cam- 
panile domos edificia ambitum circuitum et procinctum nup 
ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii predict necnon oia et singula 
predta maneria Dnia mesuagia terras tenta redditus reuer- 
siones seruicia prata pascua pasturas boscos subboscos firmas’ 
et redditus super quibuscumq dimissionib reservat Rectorias 
donacoes advocacoes libas disposicoes noiatoes et iura pro- 
natuu ecclia vicaria Cantaria capella et alio beneficio ecclias- 
tico quocumq ac cetera omia et singula premissa superius 
expressa et specificat cuiuscumq sunt generis condicoes nature 
qualitatis vel speciei tam spiritualia qm temporalia siue mixta 
aut quibuscumq noibus censcantur nuncupentur dinoscantur 
vel appetentur et in quibuscumq Comitatib urbibus villis 
parochiis hamlettis vel locis situat iacem vel existen tam infra 
hoc Regnu nrm Anglie qm principatum nrm Wallie et Mar- 
chesias earundem cum omnibus et singulis suis pertinenciis et 
in . . . uniuersis (?)1 prefatis Radulpho et Elene ac heredib 
et assignatis ipius Radulphi imppetuu De nobis heredibus et 


1 Deed very rubbed. 
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successoribus nris in Capite per seruic militare videlicet per 
vicesimam partem unius foedi milit Ac REDDEND annuatim 
nobis heredib et successorib nris propredict Scitu dicti nuper 
Collegii et ceteris premissis infra eundem Scitum et pro dto 
manerio siue dnio de Westbury cum pertinenciis ac pro omib 
terris tentis et ceteris premissis cum pertinenciis in Westbury 
Sherehampton Thyrdland Cauforde nouemdecim solidos et 
decem denarios Ac pro predto manerio siue dnio de Doudeswell 
cum pertinenciis quindecim solidos undecim denarios et obolum 
Ac pro predto manerio siue dnio de ffoxcote cum pertinenciis 
decem solidos undecim denarios et obolum Ac pro predto man- 
erio siue Dnio de Turkedene cum pertinenciis sex decim solidos et 
sex denarios ac pro predto manerio siue dominio de Wormyngton 
cum pertinenciis quatuor decim solidos et decem denarios ac 
pro predto manerio siue dnio de langbarough cum pertinenciis 
undecim solidos et tres denarios ac pro predto manerio siue 
Dnio de Holley cum pertinenciis viginti et duos solidos et 
duos denarios Ac PRO predto manerio siue dnio de 
Goodrynhill cum pertinenciis triginta solidos AC PRO predto 
manerio siue Dnio de Clyfton cum pertinenciis viginti solidos 
Ac pro dto manerio siue dnio de Aylemondestre cum 
pertinenciis viginti et quatuor solidos Ac PRO predto manerio 
siue dnio de Asteley ci suis pertinenciis quinquaginta et duos 
solidos uni denarii et obolum ac pro predto manerio siue 
Dominio de Shelue cum suis pertinenciis tredecim solidos ac 
pro predto manerio siue dnio de Mouehill et Groueley cum 
pertinenciis et ceteris premissis in Coughton et Aschurche 
triginta et quing solidos et octo denarios Ac PRO predto 
manerio siue Dnio de Bereforde cum pertinenciis viginti 
solidos et undecim denarios Ac PRO predto manerio siue 
Dnio de Astonterall et Northmorton cum ptni viginti et 
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quatuor solidos ac pro predta Rectoria de Westbury cum 
pertinenciis quadraginta et quing solidos et novem denarios 
ac pro pdta Recoria de Hembury et pdict mesuagiis terris 
tentis reddit decimis et cetis pmissis in Hembury laurans 
Weston et Auste cum ptin quinquaginta solidos ec octo denar 
Ac pro pdta Retoria de Kemsey cum ptin quatuor libras et 
novem solidos Ac PRO pdto Scitu nuper hospital Sti lawrencii 
cum omib et singulis suis pertinenciis viginti quatuor solidos et 
decem denarios ac pro pdtis terris tenementis et ceteris 
pmissis in Ouerwick NetherWyke et HynneWick predict 
quatuor solidos octo denarios et obulum ac pro predtis terris 
tentis et ceteris premissis in Hambury et Breedon quatuor 
solidos uni denar et obolum ac pro pdtis terris tentis et ceteris 
pmissis in Vpton et Ryhall pdict tres solidos uni denar et 
obolum Ac Pro predtis terris tentis reddit et ceteris premissis 
in Radewick octo solid et septem denar Ac PRO predto 
Capitali mesuag cum ptin in Sodbury veteri predict sex solid 
et octo denar Ac PRO predtis terris tenementis et ceteris 
premissis in Inkbarough predict sex solidos sex denarios et 
obolum ac pro predicto Capitali mesuag cum pertinenciis in 
Pax forde quatuor solidos et quinq denarios ac pro predtis 
mesuagiis terris et tenementis cum pertinenciis in Ciuitate 
Wigorn et suburbibiis eiusdem nouem solidos et quatuor 
denarios AC PRO predict mesuagiis terris et tenementis cum 
pertinenciis in Ciuitate nra Bristoll duodecim solidos et 
decem denarios legalis monete Anglie ad manus Thesauraii 
nri Curie nre Augmentacioni Reuencionii Corone nre pro 
tempore existen singulis annis ad festum Sancti Michis 
Archangeli soluend noie decime et decime partis premisso 
pro omnib redditib seruiciis et demandis quibuscumq proinde 
nobis heredib vel successorib nris quoquomodo redden soluend 
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vel faciend Et PRETEREA de uberiori gracia nra dedimus et 
concessimus ac per presentes damus et concedimus pro nobis 
heredib et successorib nris prefat Radulpho et Elene et here- 
dibus et assignatis ipius Radulphi qd iidem Radulphus et 
Elena ac heredes et Assign dicti Radulphi habebunt tenebunt 
et gaudebunt ac habere tenere et gaudere valeant et possint 
infra omia et singula predta Dominia maneria terras tenta et 
cetera premissa quecumq superius expressa et specificat et 
quamlibet inde parcell tot tanta talia eadem huismodi et 
consimilia Cur letas vis franc pleg ac omia que ad vis franc 
pleg pertinent ac assisam et assiam panis vini et seruicie 
necnon fines amerciamenta hundred nundinas ferias marcat 
tolueta custumas libras warrenias ac omnia ad liberam 
warrennam spectan bona et catalla wauiata extrahuras catalla 
felonu fugitivo utlagato et attincto et omia alia iura libertates 
franchesias privilegia iurisdictiones proficua commoditates et 
emolumenta quecumgq quot quanta qualia et que et adeo plene 
et integre ac in tam amplis et consimilibus modo et forma 
prout predtus nuper Decanus et Capitulum aut aliquis vel 
aliqui predecessor suo in iure dic nuper ecclie Collegiat siue 
Collegii dict decimo octauo die ffebruarii ultimo preterito aut 
unqm autea habuerunt tenuerunt gauisi vel vsi fuerunt aut 
habere tenere gaudere vel vsi potuerunt aut debuerunt racione 
alicuius doni Carte vel confirmacois nostri vel alicuius seu 
aliquo proginito nro Regum Anglie aut racione vel pretextu 
alicuius vsucapionis pscriptois vsus consuetudinis vel alius 
tituli siue cause cuiuscumq ac adeo plene et integre ac in 
tam amplis modo et forma prout predict nuper Decanus dte 
nuper ecclie Collegiate siue Collegii ac Capitulum eiusdem vel 
aliquis predecesso suo anteqm ea omnia et singula ad manus 
nras pervenerunt habuerunt tenuerunt gauisi vel vsi fuerunt 
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aut habere tenere gaudere seu vti potuerunt aut debuerunt Er 
CuM nobis sit in animo ut iidem Radulphus et Elena ac heredes 
et assign predti Radulphi predict Scitum Dominia maneria 
terras tenementa et cetera hereditamenta et possessiones 
quecumq cum pertinenciis que ad dict nuper Decanu et 
Capitulum aut predtam eccliam Collegiat siue Collegiu pertin- 
ebant tam spiritualia et temporalia qm mixta cuiuscumq 
generis nature condicionis seu speciei fuerint et cuiuscumq 
valoris sint vel fuerint estimat haberent et acciperent ex libera 
gratuita et regali liberalitate et immunificencia nra sine vila 
diminutione aut exceptoe Sciatis qd nos de ampliori gracia 
nra volumus damus et concedimus per presentes pro nobis 
heredib et successoribus nris prefatis Radulpho Sadleyr et 
Elene ac heredib et assignatis eiusdem Radulphi qd iidem 
Radulphus et Elena ac heredes assign dti Radulphi predict 
Scitum maneria dominia Rectorias terras tenementa et cetera 
omia et singula premissa cum suis iuribus et pertinenciis 
uniuersis quiete pacifice et absq molestia impedimento graua- 
mine interruptione vexacione impeticoe seu molestia nostri 
heredum aut successorum nro seu alioquo Officiario ministro 
seu subdito nro heredum aut successorum nro quocum habeant 
teneant possideant et gaudeant perpetuis futuris temporib 
quamvis nulla iusta estimacio annua nec ullus valor annuus 
predict Scitus et cetero premisso fuerit in hiis litteris nris 
patentib specaliter expressus Er axsg aliquo precio estima- 
cione valore solucione redempcione seu aliquo alio proinde nobis 
heredib aut successoribus nostris imposterum reddend soluend 
vel faciend preterqm seperalib redditib et seruiciis nobis per 
presentes reseruat aliquo statuto actu ordinacoe seu promisione 
incontrariu fact habit ordinat seu promis non obstant Et 
PRETEREA de ampliori gra nra damus et concedimus prefato 
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Radulpho Sadleyr omia et omimod cartas obligaciones euiden- 
cias scripta et munimenta quecumq que ad dtm nuper Decanu 
predte ecclie Collegiat siue Collegii ac Capitulum eiusdem perti- 
nebant seu que predtam nuper eccliam Collegiat siue Collegiu 
maneria Dominia terras tenementa et cetera premissa aut 
aliquam inde parcellam quouismodo concernunt pertinent siue 
spectant aceciam campanas plumbum ac omia et omimod 
catalla et bona nostra mobilia et immobilia ac omia aueria 
quecumq que ad predtm nuper Decanu et Capitulum 
spectabant et pertinebant aliquo modo aceciam omia 
singula debita super obligacoib vel f‘aliter debita vel 
debenda que ad manus nras racione dissolucionis concessionis 
sursum reddicois donacionis seu confirmacois predict Decani 
et Capituli deuenerunt seu deuenire debuerunt Necnon 
omia et omiomod exitus redditus reuenciones proficua 
et emolumenta predict nuper Decano et Capitulo pro 
predictis maneriis Dominiis terris tenementis et ceteris 
omnibus et singulis premissis cum suis pertinenciis aut 
eorum aliquo a predicto decimo octauo die ffebruarii 
hucusq prouenien renouan seu crescen tam per manus suas 
proprias tenent firmar et occupato eorundem qm per manus 
Vicecomitum Esczto Ballino seu aliquo aliorum Officiario 
ministro seu subdito nostro quorumcumq percept et recept 
HABEND TENEND ET GAUDEND prefato Radulpho de dono nro 
absq compoto seu aliquo alio proinde nobis heredibus vel 
successoribus nostris quoquomodo reddend soluend vel faciend 
VOLUMUS INSUPER pro nobis heredibus et successoribus nris 
et per presentes firmiter iniungendo precipimus tam Can- 
cellario et Consilio nostro Curie nre Augmentacionu Reuen- 
cionu Corone nre heredum et successo nro pro tempore 
existen qm omnibus et singulis Justiciariis Commissionariis 
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Receptoribus Auditoribus et aliis Officiariis et Ministris nris 
quibuscumq heredum et successor nro qd nec ipsi nec eorum 
aliquis predict Radulphum et Elenam ac hered et assign 
ipsius Radulphi inquietent vexent molestent aut ad aliquas. 
pecunia summas soluend ad vsum nrm heredum aut successor 
nro cogant si predict Scitus maneria dominia et ceta permissa. 
pluris seu cuiuscumq annui valoris imposterum estimata 
fuerint Nec qd ipi aut eorum aliquis inquietet vexet 
molestet nec ad racionem reddend vocet aut cogat prefat 
Radulphum executores vel assignatos suos aut dilectum 
Consiliarum nrm Johem TregonWell legum doctorem et 
Dilcos nobis Michm Poyntz militem et Johannem Hales 
aut eo aliquem seu executores suos aut eorum alicuius 
quos antehac ad recipiend omna bona et catalla mobilia 
et immobilia dict nuper Decani et Capituli ad vsum 
nmrm inter alia assignamus pro eisdem bonis catallis et 
ceteris premissis Sed super sola demonstrat harum |’ra’ 
nra patentiu aut earum irrotulament eos immunes et 
indempnes erga nos heredes et successores nros proinde 
dimittant acquietent et exonerent de tempore in tempus eo 
qd ea omia singula prefato Radulpho ut prefertur dedimus et 
concessimus Eo gp expressa mentio de vero valore annuo aut 
de certitudine premisso siue eorum alicuius aut de aliis donis 
siue concessionibus per nos prefat Radulpho et Elene ante 
hec tempora fact in presentibus minime fact existat aut 
aliquo statuto actu ordinacione promissione siue restrictoe 
inde incontrariu fact edit ordinat siue pms aut aliqua alia re 
causa vel materia quacumq in aliquo non obstante IN 
Cuius rei testimoniu has litteras uras fieri fecimus patentes 
TESTE me ipo apud Westmonasteriu vicesimo quarto die 


Marcii Anno regni uri tricessimo quinto Wises 
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per bve de priuato sigillo et data predta auctoritate 
parliamenti 


Trrotulatur 
Irrotulat coram me xxiii die Marcio A° xxxv° 
Ri Kynnesman Audite Irrur int me™ Curie Augment 
Ruen Corone Regie ex pte 
Willm Bernerd. ............... Auditor 


eiusdem Curie de Anno Regn 
Reg pred xxvi'? 


TRANSLATION OF THE LETTERS PATENT OF 
HENRY VIII. 


HENRY THE EIGHTH, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF ENGLAND, 
France and Ireland: Defender of the Faith and Supreme 
Head in the Land of the ‘Ecclesia Anglicana” (English 
Church) and Ireland To att to whom these present letters 
may have come, Greeting. 

KNow YE THAT WE, in consideration of the true fidelity and 
acceptable obedience, which our beloved and faithful Coun- 
sellor, Ralph Sadleir, Knight, has hitherto shown to us, as well 
as for one thousand marks, which we acknowledge to have been 
paid to us through the same Ralph: of our special favour and 
out of our sure knowledge and of our genuine affection we have 
given and granted, and through these presents do give and 
grant to the same Ralph Sadleir and to Ellen, his wife, the 
whole site, foundation, border, compass, and precincts of the 
late Collegiate Church or College of the Holy Trinity of West- 
bury upon Trym, in our County of Gloucester, commonly 
called the College of Westbury upon Trym, in our County of 
Gloucester, now dissolved and the Church, Campanile! and 
Cemetry of the same late College. 

AND ALSO, all and singular, our messuages, houses, buildings, 
barns, granaries, granges,? dovecotes, pleasure gardens, 

1 Campanile = a detached bell-tower. 

2 Grange is a house or farm, not only where corn is laid up, as 
barns be, and granaries, etc., but also stables for horses, stalls for oxen, 


‘sties for hogs and other things necessary for husbandry: and by the 
grant of a grange such things will pass. 
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orchards, gardens, ponds, fishponds, lands, soil and ground 
whatsoever within the site, border, circumference and precinct 
of the said late Collegiate Church or College or lately in any- 
way referring or pertaining to the said late Collegiate Church 
or College. 

ALSO, all and singular, our lordships,! manors, rectories,* 
lands, tenements, possessions, hereditaments whatsoever with 
all their rights, members and appurtenances, which pertained 
to the said late Collegiate Church or College or thence may have 
been parcels of the possessions, wherever within this our 
Kingdom of England, or our Principality of Wales or the 
Marches? of the same they may have been situate, lying or 
existent : to wit, our manor or lordship of Westbury in our 
said County of Gloucester with, all and singular, their rights, 
members and appurtenances universal: and all and singular 
our lands, tenements, surrenders, reversions, services and 
hereditaments with appurtenances in Westbury, Shyrehamp- 
ton, Thirdland and Canford in our said County of Gloucester. 

ALso our manors or lordships of Dowdeswell, Ffoxcote, 
Turkedene, Wormington, Langborough, Holley, Goodringhill, 
Clifton and Aylemondestre in our said County of Gloucester 


with, all and singular, their rights, members and appur- 
tenances. 


1 Lordships = rights or legal powers. 


2 Rectories, taken for an entire parish, with all its rights, glebes, 
tithes and other profits whatsoever (Spelman). It was also used for 
the parsonage house. 


3 Marches (Marchia, from the Saxon meare) are the bounds and 
limits between us and Wales, or between us and Scotland, which last 
are divided into West and Middle Marches. The word is used in the 


Statute 24 Henry VIII, c. 12, generally for the precincts of the King’s 
dominions, 
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AND our manors or lordships of Asteley Shelve, otherwise 
called Shelbe, Monehill and Groveley, otherwise called Mone- 
hills in our County of Worcester with, all and singular, their 
rights, members and appurtenances. And all those messuages, 
lands, tenements, meadows, grazings, surrenders, reversions, 
services and hereditaments whatsoever, belonging to us, with 
the appurtenances in Co . . . ghton,! in our County of 
Warwick. 

AnpD all those messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, 
grazings, pastures, surrenders, reversions, services and heredi- 
taments whatsoever, belonging to us, with the appurtenances 
in Ashchurch, in the said County of Worcester. 

Atso our lordship or manor of Bereford in our County of 
Warwick with, all and singular, their rights, members and 
appurtenances. 

AND our lordship or manor of Astonterall and Northmorton, 
in our County of Berkshire with, all and singular, their rights, 
members and appurtenances. 

AND ALSO all that Rectory and Church belonging to us of 
Westbury, in our said County of Gloucester, with all their 
rights, members and appurtenances. Also our Rectory and 
Church of Kemsey,? in our County of Worcester, with all their 
rights and appurtenances: also our Rectory of Hembury, in 
our said County of Gloucester, with all their rights and 
appurtenances: and, all and completely, our messuages, 


1 Rubbed out by the folding of the document. 


2 The attempt of Godfrey Giffard, who was elected to the Bishopric 
of Worcester in 1268, to annex to Westbury several important livings, 
including Kemsey, much disturbed the monks of Worcester, who 
appealed to the then Pope. Bishop Giffard made Westbury a Collegiate 
Church, 
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glebes,! lands, tenements, meadows, grazings, pastures, tithes, 
oblations, revenues, pensions,? portions, annuities, fruits, emolu- 
ments, benefits, profits and hereditaments whatsoever, with all 
their appurtenances, in any way referring and pertaining to the 
said Rectories and Churches or to any one of them or hitherto 
held, recognised, accepted, enjoyed, reputed, demised or 
located and existing as members, parts or parcels of the said 
rectories and ofanyone . . . (?ofthem’). Also, all and 
singular, the messuages, lands, tenements, tithes, oblations, 
pensions, portions, emoluments, surrenders, services, profits 
and advantages, with appurtenances, in Hembury, Laurans 
Weston and Auste, in our said County of Gloucester: and 
advowsons, donatives,¢ presentations, liveries, disposals, 
tights . . . of the said vicarages of Westbury, Hembury, 
Laurans Weston, Auste and Kemsey and of any of them. 
Atso the site of the late Hospital of Saint Lawrences 
adjoining our City of Bristol in our said County of Gloucester 


1 Glebe is a portion of land, meadow or pasture belonging to or 
parcel of the parsonage or vicarage over and above the tithes. 


2 Pensions are certain sums of money paid to clergymen in lieu of 
tithes. And some churches have settled on them annuities, pensions, 
etc., payable by other churches. 


3 Word obliterated. 


4 A Donative is a benefice merely given or granted by the patron to 
a man, without either presentation to the ordinary, or institution by the 
ordinary or induction by his commandment. 


5 This stood at the east end of the city, in a croft outside Lawford’s 
Gate. Ina Charter of King John (March 12th, 1208) these lepers were 
formally received into royal protection, and a former grant, made when 
the King was Earl of Mortmain, of lands for their habitation, is con- 
firmed. By King Edward III the Hospital was granted to the College 


of Westbury, which grant caused disputes between Herbert, Bishop of 
Worcester, and the Berkeley family. 


é 
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with, all and singular, the manors, lands, tenements, surrenders, 
reversions, hereditaments, rights, members and appurtenances 
in toto, pertaining to or referring to the same late Hospital. 

AND ALSO all those lands and tenements, fields, grazings, 
pastures, surrenders, reversions, services and other heredita- 
ments, belonging to us, with their rights, members and appur- 
tenancies, situate, lying and existing in OverWycke, Nether- 
wycke and Hennewycke, otherwise called Hennewicke, or in 
any one of them in our said County of Gloucester: and all 
those lands, tenements, surrenders, reversions, services and 
hereditaments whatsoever belonging to us, with the appur- 
tenances in Hambury and Breedon, in our said County of 
Worcester: and all those lands, tenements, surrenders, rever- 
sions, services and hereditaments belonging to us, with appur- 
tenances in!Upton and Ryhall in our same County of Worcester : 
and all those lands, tenements, surrenders, reversions, services 
and hereditaments belonging to us, with appurtenances in 
Radewicke in our said County of Gloucester. 

AND all that Capital! messuage, belonging to us, with 
appurtenances, situate, lying and existing in Old Sodbury, in 
our said County of Gloucester : also all those lands, tenements, 
fields, grazings, pastures, woods, coppices, surrenders, services 
and hereditaments belonging to us, with their rights, members 
and appurtenances, situate, lying and existing in Inkbarowe, 
in our County of Worcester. 

Atso all that Capital messuage, belonging to us, with 
appurtenances, situate or existing in Paxforde, in our said 
County of Worcester: and, all and singular, our messuages, 
lands, tenements with appurtenancies, situate, lying and 


1 Held from the King, the head of the Commonwealth. It is a 
tenure, that holds immediately of the King, as of his crown. 
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existing in our City of Worcester and in its suburbs: also, 
all and singular, the messuages, lands, tenements, belonging 
to us, with the appurtenancies, situate, lying and existing in 
our City of Bristol and its suburbs, whatsoever lordships, 
manors, sites, Rectories, churches, lands, tenements and 
other premises, all and singular, lately were parcels of the 
possessions and revenues of the said late Collegiate Church or 
College of Westbury. 

WE HAVE GIVEN and also have granted for the considera- 
tion above-mentioned, and through these presents do give 
and grant to the said Ralph and Elen, all and singular, 
the other lordships, manors, messuages, tofts,! mills, houses, 
buildings, dove-cotes, pleasure-gardens, gardens, orchards, 
lands, tenements, fields, grazings, pastures, alder-groves, 
marshes, moors, gorse, heaths, woods, coppices, Courts of 
Hundred,? views of frank pledge,? and all things which 


1 A mesuage, or rather a place where a mesuage formerly stood, 
but is decayed or casually burnt and not re-built. It is a word much 
used in fines. 


2 Hundred is a part of a shire, so called either because of old, each 
hundred found one hundred fide jussors of the King’s peace, or a hundred 
able men for his wars. But, says Cunningham, I rather think ’tis so 
called because it was composed of an hundred families. These hundreds 
were first ordained by King Alfred. 


3 Frank pledge signifies a pledge or surety for freeman. For the 
ancient custom of freemen of England for the preservation of public 
peace was that every free-born man at fourteen years of age (religious 
persons, clerks, knights and their eldest sons excepted) should find 
surety for his truth towards the King and his subjects, or else be kept 
in prison ; whereupon a certain number of neighbours usually became 
bond one for another, to see each man of their pledge forthcoming at all 
times to answer to the transgression committed by any gone away: so 
that whosoever offended, it was forthwith inquired in what pledge he 
was, and then they of that pledge either brought him forth within 
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pertain to views of frank pledge, duties, profits,1 courts, 
liberties, privileges, franchises, jurisdictions, markets, fairs, 
market places, taxes, tolls, metals, stone-quarries, in fine 
mines of whatever kind . . . ? foldcourses,? surrenders, 
reversions, services, duties, pensions, rack rents, returns of 
duty, dry rents and surrenders upon whatever demises and in 
whatever way reserved, payable, rendered or paid, marriage 
contracts, military service, wards, marriages, escheats,4 
reserves, aids, heriots,* stolen goods, goods of felons, goods of 
fugitives, salvaged wrecks of the sea, forfeited treasures,‘ 


thirty-one days to his answer or satisfied for his offence. This was called 
frank-pledge, and the circuit thereof decenna, because it commonly 
consisted of ten households, and every particular person thus mutually 
bound for himself and his neighbour was called ‘‘ decennier,’’ because 
he was of one decenna or another. This custom was so kept that the 
sheriffs at every County Court did, from time to time, take the oath of 
young men, as they attained the age of fourteen years and see that they 
were comprised in some dozen, whereupon this branch of the sheriffs’ 
authority was styled ‘‘ visus franci plege.”’ 

1 A devise of the profits of lands is a devise of the land itself ; unless 
there are other words to show the intention of the testator. 

2 Faldage is a privilege which anciently several lords reserved to 
themselves of setting up folds for sheep in any fields within their manor. 

3 Fiymas is used of rent. Land let at “‘apud altum firman,”’ z.e. at 
the rack rent. 

4 Escet signifies any lands or profits that casually fall to a lord 
within his manor, or by way of forfeiture, or by the death of his tenant, 
leaving no heir general or special. 

5 Originally so many horses or arms as they were in their respective 
lifetimes obliged to keep for the King’s service. Afterwards the best 
beast a tenant hath at the hour of his death, due to the lord by custom, 
be it horse, ox, etc. 

6 Deodand is a thing given, or rather forfeited, as it were to God, 
for the pacification of His wrath, in case of misadventure, whereby any 
Christian man cometh to a violent end, without the fault of any reason- 
able creature. 
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finds, servants born, villains with their offspring, ways, lanes, 
waters, aqueducts, ponds, fishponds, parks, warrens and all 
things which pertain to a warren, patronages of churches, 
vicarages, chantries, chapels, hospitals, donatives, liveries, 
dispositions, rights . . .1 of the same or other ecclesiastical 
benefices whatsoever, which referred or pertained to the said 
late Collegiate Church or College or to the aforesaid manors 
or lordships or other demises or any of them: and all the 
rights, perpetuities, prerogatives, allowances,? portions, 
pensions tithes . . .3 demands, and hereditaments whatso- 
ever, belonging to us, as well spiritual as temporal or partaking 
of both, of whatever kind, nature, condition, name, quality 
or species and by whatever name certified and called, and in 
whatever counties, states, cities, villages, parishes, hamlets 
or places they may be or may have been lying, situate, or 
existent, formerly having reference to and pertaining to the 
said late Collegiate Church or College or to the late Dean and 
Chapter of the same, or formerly considered, existing, or 
ought to exist as parcels of the possessions and revenues of 
the said late Collegiate Church or College, as well within this 
our kingdom of England, as of our Principality of Wales and 


1 Tlegible. 


2 Corrody signifies in the common law a sum of money or allowance 
of meat, drink and clothing, due to the King from an abbey or other 
house of religion, whereof he is the founder, towards the reasonable 
sustenance of such a one of his servants, being put to his pension, as. 
he thinketh good to bestow iton. And the difference between a corrody 
and a pension seemeth to be, that a corrody is allowed toward the 
maintenance of any of the King’s servants, that liveth in the abbey, 
a pension is given to one of the King’s chaplains, for his better main- 
tenance in the King’s service, until he may be better provided of a 
benefice, 

3 Tllegible. 
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of the Marches of the same, which have come or ought to 
have come into our hands by reason or pretext of donation, 
grant, from the surrender, consideration and confirmation of 
John Barlow, Clerk, lately Dean of the said late Collegiate 
Church or College and Chapter of the same or by reason of the 
dissolution of the said late Collegiate Church or College or by 
virtue of any other statute or in any other way. 

Tuus fully and completely and in as full manner and form, 
as the said John Barlow, lately Dean of the said Collegiate 
Church or College and of the Chapter of the same or any of 
their predecessors, in right of the same late Collegiate Church 
or College on the eighteenth day of February in the thirty-fifth 
year of our reign, or at any time before the dissolution of the 
said late Collegiate Church or College, or before the said 
Collegiate Church or College came into our hands, had, held, 
possessed or enjoyed. 

AND THUS fully and entirely and in as full manner and 
form, as it is possible, all and singular, by reason or pretext of 
the aforesaid donation, concession, from the surrender, 
consideration or confirmation of the aforesaid John Barlow, 
late Dean of the aforesaid late Collegiate Church or College and 
of the Chapter of the same, of their full assent and consent, 
or by reason of the dissolution of the same, or by the power 
of any statute or in any other way have come, or ought to 
have come to our hands or to us, or now stand in our hands 
or ought to stand. 

To HAVE, TO HOLD AND ENJoy the aforesaid site, church, 
bell tower, houses, buildings, border, circumference and 
precincts of the late Collegiate Church, or of the College 
aforesaid : also, all and singular, the aforesaid manors, lordships, 
messuages, lands, tenements, surrenders, reversions, services, 


33 


fields, grazings, pastures, woods, coppices, rents, surrenders, 
upon whatsoever demises reserved, Rectories, donatives, 
presentations, liberties, dispositions, nominations and rights 

.? of the Churches, vicarages, chantries, chapels, and 
of all other ecclesiastical benefices whatsoever, and other 
premises, all and singular, above expressed and specified: of 
whatever kind, condition, nature, quality or species, as well 
spiritual as temporal, or partaking of both, they are, or by 
whatever names they may be returned, named, distinguished 
or called; or in whatever Counties, cities, villages, parishes, 
hamlets or places they may be situate, lying or existing, as 
well within this our Kingdom of England, as of our 
Principality of Wales and the Marches of the same, with, all 
and singular, their appurtenances . . .,! by the afore-said 
Ralph and Elen, and the heirs and assigns of that Ralph, in 
perpetuity of ourselves, our heirs and successors “‘ in Capite’’ 
for Knightly service, to wit, for the twentieth part of one 
Knightly fee.? 

AND BY RENDERING annually to us, our heirs and successors 
for the aforesaid site of the said late College and the other 
premises within the same site, and for the said manor or lord- 
ship of Westbury with the appurtenances, and for all the lands, 
tenements, and other premises with appurtenances in West- 
bury, Sherehampton, Thirdland and Canforde nineteen 
shillings and ten pence. 

Anp for the aforesaid manor or lordship of Dowdeswell 

1 Very rubbed. 

2 A knight’s fee, which by vulgar computation contained 480 acres, 
as 24 acres made a virgate, 4 virgates a hide, and 5 hides one knight’s 
fee, for which the common relief, paid to the King and other lord, was 


100 shillings: no doubt measure was uncertain and differed with times 
and places, 


of 


with appurtenances fifteen shillings, eleven pence and a half- 
penny. 

AnD for the aforesaid manor or lordship of Ffoxcote, with 
appurtenances, ten shillings, eleven pence and a halfpenny. 

AND FOR the aforesaid manor or lordship of Turkedene, 
with appurtenances, sixteen shillings and six pence: and for 
the aforesaid manor or lordship of Wormyngton, with appur- 
tenances, fourteen shillings and ten pence: and for the afore- 
said manor or lordship of Langborough, with appurtenances, 
eleven shillings and three pence: and for the aforesaid manor 
or lordship of Holley, with appurtenances, twenty-two shillings 
and two pence. 

AND FOR the aforesaid manor or lordship of Goodrynhill, 
with appurtenancies, thirty shillings. 

AND FOR the aforesaid manor or lordship of Clifton, with 
appurtenancies, twenty shillings. 

AND FoR the said manor or lordship of Aylmondestre, with 
appurtenances, twenty-four shillings. 

AND For the aforesaid manor or lordship of Asteley, with 
the appurtenancies, fifty-two shillings, one penny and a half- 
penny : and for the aforesaid manor or lordship of Shelve, with 
the appurtenancies, thirteen shillings: and for the aforesaid 
manor or lordship of Monehill and Groveley, with appurtenan- 
cies and other premises in Coughton and Aschurche, thirty- 
five shillings and eight pence. 

AND FoR the aforesaid manor or lordship of Bereforde, with 
appurtenances, twenty shillings and eleven pence. 

AND FoR the aforesaid manor or lordship of Astonterall 
(Asconterall) and Northmorton, with appurtenances, twenty- 
four shillings: and for the aforesaid Rectory of Westbury, 
with appurtenances, forty-five shillings and nine pence: and 
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for the aforesaid Rectory of Hembury and for the aforesaid 
messuages, lands, tenements, surrenders, tithes and other 
premises in Hembury, Lawrence Weston and Auste, with 
appurtenances, fifty-five shillings and eight pence. 

AND FoR the aforesaid Rectory of Kemsey, with appur- 
tenances, four pounds and nine shillings. 

AND FoR the aforesaid site of the late Hospital of Saint 
Lawrence, with all and singular the appurtenances twenty-four 
shillings and eleven pence: and for the aforesaid lands, tene- 
ments and other premises in Overwyck, Netherwyke and 
Hynnewick aforesaid four shillings eight pence and a halfpenny : 
and for the aforesaid lands, tenements and other premises in 
Hambury and Breedon four shillings, one penny and a half- 
penny: and for the aforesaid lands, tenements and other 
premises in Upton and Ryhall aforesaid three shillings, one 
penny and a halfpenny. 

AND FoR the aforesaid lands, tenements, surrenders and 
other premises in Radewick eight shillings and seven pence. 

AND FOR the aforesaid Capital messuage, with appur- 
tenances, in Old Sodbury aforesaid six shillings and eight 
pence. 

AND FOR the aforesaid lands, tenements and other premises 
in Inkbarough aforesaid six shillings, six pence and a half 
penny: and for the aforesaid Capital messuage, with appur- 
tenances, in Paxforde four shillings and five pence: and for 
the aforesaid messuages, lands, tenements, with appurtenances, 
in the City of Worcester and its suburbs nine shillings and four 
pence. 

AND FOR the aforesaid messuages, lands and tenements. 
with appurtenances, in our City of Bristol twelve shillings and 
ten pence of the lawful money of England to the hands of our 
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Treasurer of the Court of Augmentations! of the Revenues of 
our Crown for the period of each existing year, at the Feast of 
Saint Michael the Archangel, to be paid in the name of the 
tithe or the tenth part of the demises for all the surrenders, 
services and demands whatsoever, thence to ourselves, our 
heirs or successors in whatever way to be rendered, paid or 
made. 

AND MOREOVER of our more abundant goodwill we have 
given and granted, and through these presents do give and 
grant for ourselves, our heirs and successors to the aforesaid 
Ralph and Ellen and to the heirs and assigns of the same Ralph, 
that the same Ralph and Elen and the heirs and assigns of the 
said Ralph shall possess, hold and enjoy or may have power 
and may be able to possess, hold and enjoy within, all and 
singular, the aforesaid lordships, manors, lands, tenements and 
other premises whatsoever, above expressed and specified, and 
parcels (in whatever way derived from thence, so many, so 
great, such, the same of this sort and the like) Courts, 
duties, views of franc pledge and all things, which pertain to 
views of franc pledge, and assize,? and size of bread, wine and 


1 The name of a Court, erected 27 Henry VIII, for determining 
suits and controversies, relating to monasteries and abbey lands. The 
intent of this Court was, that the King might be justly dealt with, 
touching the profits of such religious houses as were given to him by 
Act of Parliament. It took its name from the augmentation of the 
revenues of the Crown by the suppression of religious houses and the 
office of augmentation, which hath many curious records, remains to this 
day, though the Court hath been long since dissolved. 


2 Assize, according to our ancient books, is defined to be an assembly 
of knights and other substantial men, with the bailiff or justice in a 
certain place and at a certain time appointed. It is also taken for the 
Courts, place or time, when and where the writs and processes of assize 
are handled and taken. 
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service,! also fines, punishments,? hundreds, markets, fairs, 
market places, tolls, customs, weights,* warrens and all 
things, which have reference to free warrens, goods and 
chattels, stolen things, salvages, goods of felons, fugitives, 
outlaws and attainted and, all and other, rights, liberties, 
franchises, privileges, jurisdictions, profits, advantages and 
emoluments whatsoever, as many, as great, and of such 
a kind and which both thus fully and completely and in 
as full and similar a manner and form, as the aforesaid 
late Dean and Chapter, or anyone or any of their predecessors 
in the right of the said late Collegiate Church or said College, 
on the 18th day of February last past or ever before, possessed, 
held, enjoyed or used, or were able or ought to have possessed, 
held, enjoyed or used by reason of any gift, charter or con- 
firmation by us or of any one or of any of our forefathers, 
Kings of England, or by reason or pretext of any enjoyment, 4 

1 The power or privilege or assizing or adjusting the weights and 
measures of bread, etc., as the weight of bread, prescribed by the magis- 
trate, is called the size or assize of bread. So half a crust or farthing 


bread is in Cambridge called a size of bread, and a servitor is the sizor, 
or one, who is to live upon an assized allowance, 


23 Fines, amerciamenta. Amerciamentum signifies the pecuniary 
punishment of an offender against the King, or other lord, in his Court 
that is found to be “ in misericordia,”’ that is, to have offended and to 
stand at the mercy of the King or lord. There seems to be a difference 
between amercement and fines. For fines, as they are taken for punish- 
ment, are certain and grow expressly from some statute, but amercia- 
ments are such as are arbitrarily imposed by assessors. 


3 It was usual in former days not only to tell the money but to weigh 
it ; for several cities, bishops, and noblemen had their mints and coined 
money and often very bad, and therefore though the pound consisted 
of twenty shillings they weighed it. 

4 Usucaptio = the enjoyment of a thing by continuance of time or 
receiving the profits, long possession or prescription. 
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prescription, use, custom or other title or cause whatsoever: and 
thus fully and completely and in as full manner and form, as 
the aforesaid late Dean of the said late Collegiate Church or 
College and Chapter of the same or any of their predecessors 
before possessed, held, enjoyed, used, or were able or ought to 
have possessed, held, enjoyed and used those things, all and 
singular, which have come into our hands: and in as complete 
manner and form as the aforesaid things, all and singular, by 
reason or pretext of the aforesaid donation, grant, from the 
surrender, consideration or confirmation of the aforesaid late 
Dean of the said late Collegiate Church or College and of the 
Chapter of the same, or by reason of the dissolution of the same, 
or by virtue of any statute or in any other way have come or 
ought to have come to our hands. 

AND SINCE it is our intention that the same Ralph and Elen 
and the heirs and assigns of the aforesaid Ralph might possess 
and receive of our free gift and royal liberality and munificence 
without any diminution or exception, the aforesaid site, 
lordship, manors, lands, tenements and other hereditaments 
and possessions whatsoever, with appurtenances which 
belonged to the said late Dean and Chapter or to the said 
Collegiate Church or College, as well spiritual and temporal, 
as those partaking of both, of whatever kind, nature, condition, 
or species they may have been and of whatever value they 
may be or may have been estimated. 

Know YE that we, of our more abundant favour, will, 
give and grant through these presents for ourselves, our 
heirs and successors to the aforesaid Ralph Sadleir and Elen 
and the heirs and assigns of the same Ralph, that the same 
Ralph and Elen and the heirs and assigns of the said Ralph may 
have, hold, possess and enjoy for all future time (although no 
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equitable annual assessment nor any other annual valuation 
of the aforesaid site and of the rest of the premises may have 
been particularly stated in these our letters patent,) the 
aforesaid site, manors, lordships, Rectories, lands, tenements 
and the other premises, all and singular, with their complete 
rights and appurtenances, quietly, peacefully and without 
molestation, hindrance, inconvenience, interruption, vexation, 
solicitation or trouble of ourselves, our heirs or successors or 
any of our officials, ministers or subordinates of our heirs or 
successors whatsoever. 

AND WITHOUT any other price, assessment, valuation, 
payment, redemption, or any other consideration thence to us, 
our heirs or successors afterwards to be rendered, paid or made, 
except the several returns and services, reserved to us through 
these presents: any other statute, act, ordinance or promise 
made, held, ordered or promised to the contrary notwithstanding. 

AND MOREOVER of our greater favour we give and grant 
to the aforesaid Ralph Sadleir, all and completely, the charters, 
obligations, evidences, writings and muniments whatsoever, 
which pertained to the said late Dean of the aforesaid 
Collegiate Church or College and Chapter of the same, or which 
in any way concern, pertain or have reference to the aforesaid 
late Collegiate Church or College, manors, lordships, lands, 
tenements and other premises, or any parcel arising from 
thence: also the bells, lead and, all and entirely, our chattels 
and goods, moveable and immoveable, and all things whatsoever 
of gold, which had reference to or pertained in any manner 
to the aforesaid late Dean and Chapter : also, all and singular, 
the debts arising from obligations, or otherwise owed or ought 
to be owed, which have come or ought to have come to our 
hands by reason of dissolution, grant, from surrender, gift or 
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confirmation of the aforesaid Dean and Chapter. Also, all 
_ and entirely, the rents,1 surrenders, revenues, profits and 
emoluments to the said late Dean and Chapter for the aforesaid 
manors, lordships, lands, tenements and other premises, all 
and singular, with their appurtenances or any of them from the 
aforesaid 18th day of February up to that time, accruing, 
renewing or increasing, as well through their own hands, 
those of the tenants, farmers and occupiers of the same as 
perceived and received through the hands of the Sheriffs, 
Escheators, Bailiffs, or any other of our Officers, Ministers or 
Under Officials whatsoever, 

To BE HAD, HELD AND ENJOYED by the aforesaid Ralph of 
our gift, without composition or any other consideration 
thence to be rendered, paid or made in any way whatsoever 
to us, our heirs or successors. 

WE WILL MOREOVER for ourselves, our heirs and successors, 
and through these presents by strongly enjoining, we command 
our Chancellor and Council of our Court of Augmentations of 
the Revenues of our Crown, our heirs and successors, for the 
time existing, as well as to all and singular our Justices, 
Commissioners, Receivers, Auditors and other Officials and 
Ministers whatsoever of our heirs and successors that neither 
they themselves, nor any one of them, shall disturb, vex, 
molest the aforesaid Ralph and Elen and the heirs and assigns 
of the said Ralph, or shall compel them to pay any other 
sums of money to our use, of our heirs or successors, if the afore- 
said sites, manors, lordships and other premises may have 
been hereafter estimated of more or of whatever annual value, 
and that neither they or any one of them may disquiet, vex, 
molest nor summon or compel to render an account the 


1 Exitus = issues: the rents or profits of lands or tenements. 
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aforesaid Ralph, his executors or assigns, or our beloved 
Councillor, John Tregonwell, Doctor of Laws, and our beloved 
Nicholas Poyntz, Knight, and John Hales, or any one of them, 
or their executors or of any one of them (whom formerly we 
appointed, among other things to the receiving to our use 
all the goods and chattels, moveable and immoveable, of 
the said late Dean and Chapter) for the same goods, chattels 
and other premises: but excepting that only, shown of these 
our letters patent or of those enrolments, they may thence 
dismiss, acquit and exonerate them as harmless and 
idemnified for all time towards us, our heirs and successors, 
as far as we have given and granted those things, all and 
singular, as it is set out, to the aforesaid Ralph: 

AS FAR AS express mention of the true annual value, or 
of the certification of premises or of any of them, or of any 
gifts or concessions, made before these times through us 
to the aforesaid Ralph and Elen, yet not made in these 
presents, stands: or notwithstanding any other statute, act, 
ordinance, promise or restriction thence to the contrary made, 
promulgated, ordered or set forth ; or any other circumstance, 
cause or matter whatsoever in any way notwithstanding. 

IN TESTIMONY of which matter we have caused these our 
letters patent to be issued. 

WITNESS me myself at Westminster on the twenty-fourth 
day of March in the thirty fifth year of our reign, 

HALES 
per breve: of the private seal and of the given authority 
aforesaid of Parliament. 

1 Any writ or precept from the King was called Breve. The judicial 
writs or precepts are known from the originals thus: because the 


Teste of that bears the name of the Chief Justice of that Court whence 
itissues ; whereas the original in the Teste has the name of the prince. 
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At the foot of this deed, in the centre of the margin, the 
white and green cord, (to which the seal, which is much broken, 
is attached), forms a diamond shape, in which in an abbreviated 
form appears “ enrolled.” 

On the right-hand margin is written: “On the 23rd Day 
of March in the thirty-fifth year amongst the deeds of the 
Court of Augmentations of the Revenues of the Royal Crown 
exparte William Bernerd . . . of the Auditors of the same 
Court in the 36th year of the reign of the aforesaid King.” 

On the left-hand margin, in a later handwriting, appears : 
“Enrolled before me, Richard Kynnesman, Auditor.” 


J. W. Arrowsmith, Printer, Quay Street, Bristol. 


